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We believe:
Tenison Woods Catholic School will offer targeted and rich homework experiences using evidence- based
pedagogies which also reflect the schools underpinning learning vision.
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop and Fr Julian Tenison Woods knew that the key to living a successful life was
a good education. When Mary Mackillop opened her school in Penola in 1866 it was revolutionary because
it was open to anyone who wanted to learn and accepted all children without distinction.
Now, in the 21st Century, we know through research that Mary MacKillop and Julian Tenison Woods were
right – there is a strong correlation between completing school and a success in life. We also know through
research that good education equals high engagement in rich learning.
Tenison Woods Catholic School continues to follow in the footsteps of Mary MacKillop and Julian Tenison
Woods with LEARNING being at the core of all we do.
Tenison Woods Catholic School is committed to providing a 21st Century education which can transform
lives and communities. Therefore all educational decisions will:



be based on the accepted research from the disciplines of neuroscience, psychology education and
digital technologies.
be informed by student data
consider the physical, emotional and social well-being of the child

Partnership
Parents and teachers will work together in partnership for the benefit of all the children. We will ensure
that homework meets its required purpose and does not become an additional layer which impedes family
life at home.
Purpose:





To respond to each child’s specific needs.
To involve parents in their children’s learning.
To encourage positive family interactions.
To acknowledge the needs for children to build life skills as well as academic skills.

We Acknowledge:





Traditional homework can be stressful for both the child and parents.
Parents miss out on quality time with their children because of time spent on traditional
homework.
At times parents do the homework.
The wish of some parents to be provided with more formal homework activities for their children
(on request).
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Homework Policy Based on the Ian Lillico Homework Grid
The issue of homework has been reassessed in our modern society. Too much repetitive needless
homework is given and the wrong type. This has mainly been the result of parents wanting to prepare their
children for future study. The reality is, however, that homework has now been a major contributor to
childhood obesity and is an impediment to quality family life. At all levels of the education system,
homework is being reconsidered.
The homework grid that Ian outlines depicts the need for some practice of concepts learnt at school, but
we know that we need to broaden the definition of Homework. Any work that children do at home needs
to be counted. Ian’s work provides a rationale for teachers and parents to work together to ensure that
children do some work at home, but not a lot of sedentary work. This model is a solution to the problem of
getting kids to do something at home and not opt out of family life. It will enable parents to get children to
do their share of work in the home including housework, shopping, physical activity such as sport training
and engaging in family outings such as walking, fishing and exploring their world - activities which enhance
family life. It also covers areas such as reading, being read to, playing a game with parents, research on the
computer, music practice and many others.
The Homework Grid: Why and what: (see attached appendices for examples only)
 Children need to practice concepts learnt at school.
 The grid includes work done at home for home e.g. Shopping, housework. As a member of the
family children need to contribute to the family.
 Includes physical activity.
 Includes activities that enhance family life e.g. being read to, playing games as a family, cultural
activities.
Purpose:
 To respond to each child’s specific needs.
 To support the school program.
 To involve parents in their children’s learning.
We Acknowledge:
 That homework is a student’s responsibility we encourage parent/child interaction and any support
that can be provided to the student.
 That we recognize and accept student’s own initiatives and individual differences.
 That homework will provide the opportunity for the students to apply skills and knowledge
developed through the curriculum.
 That homework will provide the opportunity for parental involvement/feedback and for students to
share their knowledge.
Guidelines:
 For students in Reception to Year 2 up to 20 minutes per school night
 For students in Year 3 to 6 up to 30 minutes per night.
 For students in Year 7 up to 45 minutes per night.
 All homework task will be aligned to the teaching and learning taking place in classrooms and no
new content will be given as homework.
Possible Options for class teachers to consider:
 Reception to Yr. 2: 1 homework grid activity e.g. help wash the dishes every night plus 10mins of
reading/sight words
 Year 3-5: All homework grid activities
 Year 6-7: 10 min Homework grid activity and 35 minutes traditional homework
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